Ca pa bl I Ity Key Capabilities

A person’s overall capability describes the combination of:

1. Sensory
2. Motion
Sensory 3. Cognitive
According to the Office of National Statistics, the total
number of people in Great Britain identified as having
reduced overall capability is over 8.5million.
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Key Capabilities




Ca pa bi I ity Sensory Capability

A person’s sensory capability describes the combination of:

1. Hearing
2. Vision
3. Tactile
4. Taste
5. Smell

According to the Office of National Statistics, the total
number of people in Great Britain identified as having
reduced sensory capability (hearing and vision only) is over
3.9 million.

Hearing and Vision Capability Loss -
Variation by Age and Gender for Great Britain (%)

Hearing 75 1
H Male M Female
<
&
c 50'
i)
)
K
S
Q
£
25 1
m
(@)
O-
()] < ()] <t ()] <t ()] <t ()] <t ()] <t ()] <t +
o o — N N o o <t <t Te) Lo [{e] © M~ M~ [ee] Lo
VISIOn © S Hh S WL O WO WO WO o @
— N N (90] (90] <t <t Yo} o O [{e] N~ M~ (o]
Age Band
Source:

Disability in Great Britain (1999) Department of Social Security,
Corporate Document Services, London, UK

Sensory




Capability earing

Hearing ability decreases with age,
in particular at higher frequencies.

Graph Showing Normal Deterioration
with Ageing for Men
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Ocular Accommodation (Dioptres)

Vision

The functional capability of the eye decreases
with age. One aspect of the change is the ability
and speed of the eye to focus on near and far
objects (accommodation).

Changes of Accommodative Ability of the Eye
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Capability

Simulations of Some Visual Impairments
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Motion Capability
A person’s motion capability describes the combination of:

1. Locomotion
2. Reach and Stretch
3. Dexterity

According to the Office of National Statistics, the total
number of people in Great Britain identified as having
reduced motion capabililty is over 6.7 million.
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Capability vexterty

Dexterity decreases with age leading to
reduced control and grip strength.

Relation of Age to Maximum Grip Strength
and Grip Strength Endurance
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Cognitive Capability
A person’s cognitive capability describes the combination of:

1. Communication
2. Intellectual Functioning

According to the Office of National Statistics, the total

number of people in Great Britain identified as having
reduced cognitive capability is over 2.6 million.

Cognitive Capability Loss -
Variation by Age and Gender for Great Britain (%)
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Note: Current research indicates that the incidence of
cognitive loss is significantly higher in practice.
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Disability in Great Britain (1999) Department of Social Security,
Corporate Document Services, London, UK



Ca pa bi I ity Intellectual Functioning

Intellectual functioning decreases with age,
leading to reduced memory and reasoning ability.

Graph Showing Normal Deterioration of
Intellectual Functioning with Age
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