Exam Strategy for IIA Tripos, Module 3A6
1. Allow 5 – 10 minutes at the beginning of the exam to read through all parts of all 4 questions. The aim is to determine which 3 questions to go for, and which one to leave behind.

a. If you start reading a question on a part of the course that you immediately feel comfortable with, try to go through it faster – the goal now should be to determine whether the question contains any tricky parts or parts that are longwinded or difficult.

b. If you begin reading a question associated with a part of the course that you immediately feel uncomfortable with, continue to go through it – the goal now is to find if it is actually easy to solve.

Aim to pick the 3 questions that will give you the maximum amount of marks per unit time.
2. Take some time to read through a question. Circle parts that you can start answering straight away. Always start by solving those parts, working fast, and paying attention not to spend more than the allocated time. There are: 1.5 x 60 = 90 minutes available, and in this time you need to solve 3 questions. That means 100% of 1 question in 30 minutes. Actually, you should aim to be solving the questions slightly faster than this, to allow yourself some time to go over your answers and to return to parts of questions that you are not sure of at the end. Aim to allocate not more than:
	Percentage allocated to a part of a question
	Time (Minutes)

	5%
	1 – 1.5

	10%
	3

	15%
	4 – 4.5

	20%
	5 – 6

	25%
	6 – 7.5

	30%
	8 – 9

	35%
	9 – 10.5

	40%
	10 – 12

	45%
	11 – 13.5

	50%
	13 – 15


So, spending 20 minutes answering 50% of a question is far less optimal than spending 5 minutes answering 30% of a different one.

3. When you any part of a question that you are unsure of how to proceed with, allow yourself 1 minute to try to do this. If nothing comes to mind by then, go to the next question and repeat step 2.
4. When you reach the end of the paper and if you have successfully followed all previous steps, you will have at least 10 – 15 minutes left on the clock. Spend 1 minute returning to all the questions, remembering all the parts that you left behind, and trying to determine which one (or more) of those parts are the easiest to return to and try to solve. Remember the goal is to maximise marks per unit time. Go back and try to answer any part of any question that you think is possible, in the order from the easiest to the most difficult.
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